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:Love Is Strong As Death When the electricity sings 

• By DaYid 

" Grady's bead bad an awful burt. 

.. 

The note had shaken him. and he 
had drunk all the whiskey in the 
cupboard and several bottJes of 
beer. He had not gone out to The 
Slurry or even left his kitchen. He 
woke at the table with his head 
slumped over his folded arms. 
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h n red, and h U&>d 

th woman tood in th door-
. The woman h ld h r hands again t. 

before h clo th door 

nd h wanted 
nd tied th m 

., c., Vlbll 
Special to the Daily Iowan 

Th UI hool of Musi will 
t.h national conference of 

for Electro-Acoustic 
fu ic in the United tate 

today through April 7. 
Tbi year' conference, 

"Intersections in Sound: will 
bring togeth r compol'lers, per-
form , and holars of music 
that has been creat d u ing 
electronic mean . They will 
come from ero the Unit d 

ta and around th orld for 
eries of public cone rt a 

well scholarly p pers, pan-
els, and oth r p nt.ations. 

The prim ry purpo of the 
conoert · {() pro id UI stud nts 
with a firsthand experi of the 
music and the compo rs, srud 

i tant Profe or Lawrence 
Fritts, the eonference ch8innan 
and dir tor of the Electronic 
M . tw:tios at the UL 

"In concerts and research 
ions, the conference will 

explore intersections among a 
thetic app1'08eh , compoeitional 
media, his{()rical and d v loping 
t ehnologie , and I etro-

cou tic compo ition and per-
formance," h said. 

The coni1 will includ 12 
concert featuring 1 ctro-
aco ti music in vari ty of for· 
rna . Wor for tape, live el -
troni , vid , digital animation, 
instrum nt , voic , nd dance 
will be p · nt.ed on 16-cha.nneJ 
surround-sound systems in 
Clapp Recital H II and Mobi 
Th tre. Th spocially 'gned 
BOund systemB, th largest in th 
Midw , allow sound to be pro-
jected around th listening sptl 

by th composers. 
"Never b for hav such a 

wide vnri ty or compose par-
ticipated in a ingle event," 
Fritt said. "Aft r more th n 
thr y ar of hard work and 
planning, it's exciting {() this 
confi renee culminate into whnt 
promi to be a provocativ and 
cutting-edge expcri 

Th oonfi renee has 230 regi&-
t red participants, including 

vera! pion n in th e1ectro-
ocousbc field. 

Don Buchla will r eive th 
el ctro·acoustic society's life-
tim achi v m n award Cor hi 

·Throwing cold water on the committee 
By Dive Strackany 

The Daily Iowan 

t I dr am d of du t - gr 
swirling nebula . Th y II 
m n ricoch U>d ofT aom mote 

• barrier. Th und wn mu xi, 
suffocated. Th taupe fog di •• 
pat d, nd ayncopated trik 
carriC'd h do fT into n tan r· 
in horizon. When th cloudl ·t· 
tloo around m , th w 1ireh, 

1 smiling like Lizzy Borden, a mike 
in on hnnd, h r guitar in the 

tother. Behind h r, dozc.na of card· 
1
board standees lay loppl d, 
catching tumbl wood. 

1 That i Mirah Yom 'lbv Z«>iUyn, 
a d licate, d linqu nt mu. ical 
force, real in o {()wn full of paper 
people, chronically abandoned, 
sa by h r microphon and ax. 

A kinky, ionate v rsion of 
the Cardigans, only better, 
Mirah's music takes a shotgun to 
the girl cout turned amazon 

,. phenomena that is Le Tigre, 
Lilith Fair, and th like. Her pic-
ture its stained and slightly out 
of focus on the back cov r and 

" 

th in id 1 ve, womed in f'rorn 
a di tan . Sh ia not beautiful 
by any stret.ch of imagination. 

h d n't appe r to par-
ticularly well. lost ad, Mirnh 
wri some of th m t pow r· 
ful, poignant eongs around and 
In th m with sexual innu n-
d and lice-of-lifi i ighl 

B u of her contributions 
to n arly every LP r leased by 
th , Mirnh was 
introduced to the indie sc n by 
the band, specifically Phil 
Elvrum. To my delight, her 
2000 d but, You Think It'l Like 
This but Really lt'a Like ThiJJ, 
guid d by her eame t fragility 
and ingenious aoogwriting, 
placed her one sweet step 
beyond her mentors, not to 
mention all of her plastic 
female contemporari . 

Mirah'a sophomore effort, 
Adu · ory Committ , opens like 
the Big Bang. The fir t song, 
•eold, Cold Water; is remini -
cent of Littu Earthquakes-era 
'lbri Amos (who disposition in 
the early '90 mUBic biz mirrors 

, 

M1rah'a) auperimpo ed upon a 
clas ic We tern theme ong. 
Simply put, th track kic the 
a of not only every song on 
Mirah' debut but ev ry ong 
written by any grrrl-rockin' 
Joan of Arc (history, friend , 
not the emo band) or sappy 
Sarah fcLa.chlan-esque act. 

Lyrically, musically, the song 
is a masterpiece. With every 
v , Mirah reinv nts the BOng 
(even including hooVi galloping 
in-sync), and it brims with pi rc-
ing inccrity 118 Mirah givea her 
love life an autopsy. So expl06ive 
i "Cold, Cold Water" that Mirah 
pends the next 16 minutes of 

tape trying to pick up th pi . 
Tracks even through nine 

yield a little su , betraying 
Mirnh's affinity for peculiar 
instruments (steel drums, 
Moogs, melodicas, saws, bells, 
timpani, and many others) and 
th violent confluence of aCOW!tic 
guitar and distorted drums. 

Despite these modest uccess-
es, however, none of the BOngs 
manage to coalesce like "Cold, 

2111owa Ave. 

Cold W ter: In t.e d, th works 
appear fragm nted nnd disjoint-
ed. Though co-producer Elvrum 
may bo brilliant, hi den e and 

rebral input may be moth r-
ing Mirah's naturo.l charm. 

Advisory Committee losea 
that d Jicat.e slop-pop ingenuity 
that made You Thinlt. lt'B Like 
This But Rl!illly its Li..ke This ao 
captivating. nga uch as the 
waltzy "The un· recapitulate 
that odd elegance, as doe the 
title track, "Advisory Commit-
tee: with its unorthodox hard-
core hymn-like quality. 

Though Mirah' ccond full-
length maintains th lyrical 
depth, melody, and innovative 

ng structure that typified her 
debut, it appears she has 
become a tad too enamored with 
Elvrum. All too often, Advuory 

find Mirah delving 
into bizarre psych-folk, turning 
her back on the pop sensibility 
that. set her apart from the pre-
tentious pack. 

E·INI 01 reporter 01¥1 Strlebllf at 

dMCslrxbny com 

337-9107 
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(roots rock) 

profound impact on the field of 
eleetro-aeou tic mu ie. He 
ohares credit with &bert Moog 
for th d velopment of th first 
modular nthesizer, and he will 
perform Friday night. 

Bebe Barron, another pioneer 
in the tie1d, won the 1956 Acade-
my Award for Best Film Score 
for her ground-breaking elec-
tronic work in the film Forbid-
den Planet. It marked the first 
t:i.me the prestigious award was 
given for an electronic piece. 
Today, sh will perform a piece 
titled fixed Emotion: 

The UI Electronic 
Studi have played a central 
role in electro-acoustic music 
ince 1964. 
"Thi conference provide a 

wonderful opportunity to how 
people what we are currently 
doing here at the UI, as well as 
the laU!st developments in elec-
tro-acoustic music as a 
Fritts !\aid. 

In addition to the 12 daytime 
and evening concerts put on by 
the society, two related events 

Mates of State 

Troubled Hubble 

Rotation Off Seamua 

Andrew 61rd 

Cal?aret Dlosa 
SUNDAY 

Richard Buckner 

Pieta - 6o Ramsey 

will take place on Friday and 
Saturday Irights billed as OFF-
EAMUS I and OFF-SEAMUS 

II, respectively. 
OFF-SEAMUS I will be an 

all-ages show held at Gabe' Fri-
day at 11 p.m., and OFF-SEA-
MUS II will be an all-ages show 
at the Yacht Club at 10:30 p.1n. 
Both events will feature a U>tal 
of 11 DJs and other artists from 
the •Folk Electronics" move-
ment - accessible electronica, 
which often incites dancing-
from lowa City, Detroit, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Chicago. 

In this week's installment of 
•Discrete Music," hosted by 
Chris Bock, music from elec-
tro-acoustic society artists and 
current Electronic Music Stu-
dios students will be featured. 
You can hear "Discrete 

on 89.7 KRUI between 2 and 4 
a.m. Friday morning. 

E-mail Coby Vakftln 11: 

cobyv5220aol com 

For • complete sch .. le, 

check the Arts Calendar, P•Ot 3C 

'fuat. - Sa!l. 
7PPJ·2.tPJ 

FOR TICIETS call (319) 335-1160 or 1·800-HANCHER 
Order tickets online at www.uiowa.edu/hancher 

TOO and accessibility services call (319) 335-1158 
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